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TAGS: UN, XF 

SUBJECT: UN PRESS RELEASE ON SYG WALDHEIM S VISIT TO SYRIA, FEB. 5 

1 . UN OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION CIRCULATED ADDITIONAL 
RELEASE ON WALDHEIM'S ACTIVITIES IN SYRIA ON FEBRUARY 5. 

2. STATEMENT AFTER MEETING WITH PRESIDENT ASSAD: 

QUOTE 

(A) SPEAKING TO THE PRESS FOLLOWING HIS MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT ASSAD OF SYRIA ON THE MORNING OF 5 FEBRUARY, THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL FIRST MADE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT: 

"I AM JUST COMING BACK FROM A TWO-AND-A-HALF-HOUR MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT ASSAD, IN THE PRESENCE OF FOREIGN MINISTER KHADDAM. 

THE MEETING WAS VERY FRANK AND VERY INFORMATIVE. IT HELPED ME TO 
UNDERSTAND BETTER THE POSITION OF THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT. WE 
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DISCUSSED TWO ASPECTS OF THE PROBLEM: ONE, THE RESUMPTION OF 
THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS AND, IN THIS CONNEXION, THE 
POSSIBILITIES OF A RESUMPTION OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE, AND 
THE OTHER ASPECT, THE SUBSTANCE OF HOW TO ACHIEVE A MIDDLE EAST 
SETTLEMENT. AS FAR AS THE FIRST ASPECT IS CONCERNED, WE 
DISCUSSED A NUMBER OF POSSIBILITIES OF HOW TO OVERCOME THE 
ACTUAL STALEMATE IN THIS REGARD, THE QUESTION OF A DATE AS TO 
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WHEN TO CONVENE THE GENEVA CONFERENCE, THE QUESTION OF 
PARTICIPATION, WHICH IS THE MOST DIFFICULT ONE, AND THE 
QUESTION OF THE AGENDA FOR SUCH A CONFERENCE. 

"AS FAR AS SUBSTANCE IS CONCERNED, WE DISCUSSED THE POSSIBILITIES 
WHICH EXIST AND HERE, OF COURSE, THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM PLAYS A 
DOMINANT ROLE BECAUSE IT IS EVIDENT THAT A FUTURE SOLURE OF 
THE MIDDLE EAST PROBLEM HAS TO BE BASED ON A SOLUTION OF THE 
PALESTINIAN PROBLEM. 

"I MAY SUM UP THAT THE MEETING WAS HELD IN A CONSTRUCTIVE SPIRIT. 

ONE COULD CLEARLY SEE THE GENUINE INTEREST OF THE PRESIDENT 
AND GOVERNMENT HERE TO RESUME THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS AND TO 
SOLVE THE MIDDLE EAST PROBLEM THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS." 

UNQUOTE 

3. EXCHANGES WITH NEWSMEN: 

QUOTE 

(B) THE SECRETARY-GENERAL THEN ANSWERED QUESTIONS POSED BY 
CORRESPONDENTS. 

"IN CASE THE GENEVA PEACE CONFERENCE PROVES OR REVEALS TO BE 
DIFFICULT TO RECONVENE, WOULD HAVE ANOTHER ALTERNATIVE IN MIND TO 
RE-EMBARK THE NEGOTIATIONS?" HE WAS ASKED. 

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL REPLIED: "THAT WOULD DEPEND ON THE 
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WISHES OF THE PARTIES CONCERNED. THEY ARE, IN THE FIRST PLACE, 
RESPONSIBLE AND THEREFORE THEY HAVE TO DECIDE AND TO AGREE ON 
WHAT WAY HAS TO BE FOUND IN ORDER TO OVERCOME 
THE DIFFICULTIES IN CASE THE GENEVA CONFERENCE CANNOT BE 
CONVENED. I HAVE TO MAKE A REPORT ON MY CONTACTS WITH THE 
PARTIES CONCERNED AND THE TWO CO-CHAIRMEN OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE 
NOT LATER THAN 1 MARCH, AND THEN IT WILL BE UP TO THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL TO DECIDE ABOUT HOW TO PROCEED FURTHER. IF 
AGREEMENT CAN BE REACHED ON A RECONVENING OF THE GENEVA 
CONFERENCE, ON PROCEDURE, IT WILL PROBABLY BE EASY FOR THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL TO TACKLE THE PROBLEM. IF NOT, IT WILL BE 
MORE COMPLICATED. BUT THIS WILL BE IN THE HANDS OF THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL." 

"HAVE YOU FOUND A SENSE OF COMPROMISE OR A CONCILIATORY FEELING 
BY THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT TOWARDS A COMPROMISE ON THE PALESTINIAN 
PARTICIPATION ISSUE?" HE WAS ASKED. 

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL REPLIED: "THAT WAS ONE OF THE IMPORTANT 
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POINTS WHICH WE DID DISCUSS AND I HAVE SEEN AND FELT A GENUINE 
INTEREST BY THE PRESIDENT TO FIND MEANS AND WAYS TO SOLVE 
THE PROBLEM. 1 ' 

"ACCORDING TO THE ISRAEL RADIO, A HIGH RANKING POLITICAL SOURCE 
SAID YESTERDAY, THAT THEY ARE INTERESTED IN A STEP-BY-STEP 
POLICY AND A POLICY OF SEPARATE SETTLEMENT OF THE MIDDLE 
EAST CRISIS, AND THATISRAEL CONSIDERS THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
RESOLUTION CALLING FOR PARTICIPATION OF THE PLO A STUMBLING 
BLOCK", ONE QUESTIONER NOTED.BT 
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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL STATED:'! CANNOT COMMENT ON 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS WHICH WERE ADOPTED. THIS RESOLUTION 
WAS ADOPTED BY 122 MEMBER STATES AND IT IS THEREFORE A VALID 
RESOLUTION. AS FAR AS A STEP-BY-STEP POLICY IS CONCERNED, I 
CANNOT TELL YOU WHAT THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT FEELS. TO MY 
KNOWLEDGE IT WAS NOT MADE BY A MEMBER OF THE GOVERNMENT AND, 
THEREFORE, I DO NOT CONSIDER IT AS AN OFFICIAL STATEMENT." 

IN REPLY TO A QUESTION AS TO WHETHER HE WOULD RETURN TO DAMASCUS, 
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL REPLIED THAT IT WOULD DEPEND ON THE 
OUTCOME OF HIS TRIP. HE ADDED: "IF I GET INFORMATION WHICH 
INDICATES TO ME THAT IT IS USEFUL AND HELPFUL TO RETURN, TO 
SEE WHETHER SOME SORT OF SUGGESTION WHICH WAS MADE TO ME COULD 
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SOLVE THE PROBLEM, OF COURSE, I SHALL RETURN." 

ANSWERING A QUESTION IF HE NOTICED ANY DIFFERENCE IN THE 
POSITION OF EGYPT AND SYRIA WITH REGARD TO THE RECONVENING 
OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE, THE SECRETARY-GENERAL SAID THAT THE 
BASIC ATTITUDE WAS THE SAME. THERE WERE SOME NUANCES WHICH 
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HAD BEEN DISCUSSED, BUT THE BASIC APPROACH WAS MORE OR LESS THE 
SAME. 

IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION IF PRESIDENT ASSAD GAVE AN IDEA 
OF WHAT KIND OF A TIME-FRAME HE WOULD LIKE IN TERMS OF THE GENEVA 
CONFERENCE, THE SECRETARY-GENERAL SAID THAT THE GENERAL FEELING 
OF THE GOVERNMENTS WHICH HE HAD CONTACTED UNTIL NOW WAS THAT 
THE DATE WAS NOT THE DECISIVE ELEMENT. HE ADDED: "IN THE 
FIRST PLACE, WE ARE CONCENTRATING NOW ON THE PROCEDURE IN ORDER 
TO ACHIEVE A RESUMPTION OF THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS AND, OF COURSE, 
HERE IS THE GENEVA CONFERENCE." 

"BEFORE YOU LEFT NEW YORK YOU SAID THAT YOU WERE AFRAID THAT 
IF YOU DID NOT FIND A SOLUTION, THEN THE POSSIBILITY OF A 
WAR IN THE NEXT FEW YEARS WILL BE GREATER. SINCE YOU ARRIVED IN THE 
AREA, HAVE YOU CHANGED THAT VIEW OR ARE YOU OPTIMISTIC OR 
PESSIMISTIC IN THAT REGARD?" HE WAS ASKED. 

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL REPLIED: "I HAVE NOT CHANGED MY OPINION, 

NOT A BIT. I CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT THE SITUATION WILL BE 
EXTREMELY SERIOUS AND THE DANGER OF WAR VERY REAL IF WE ARE UNABLE 
TO ACHIEVE POSITIVE RESULTS IN THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS. I 
THINK THIS YEAR IS OF DECISIVE IMPORTANCE FOR THE NEGOTIATING 
PROCESS. THEREFORE, I STRESS SO MUCH MY HOPE THAT THE EFFORTS 
UNDERTAKEN NOW BY MYSELF AND BY OTHER PARTIES WILL BE EFFECTIVE. 
YOU KNOW THAT MR. VANCE WILL COME HERE AND ALSO SOME FOREIGN 
MINISTERS OF EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. ALL THIS SHOWS THE GREAT 
INTEREST IN REVIVING THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS. I AM MORE THAN 
EVER CONVINCED THAT THERE IS A CHANCE FOR US NOW AND WE HAVE 
TO USE IT. IT IS OUR DUTY. IF IT FAILS, I CAN ONLY REPEAT THAT 
THE DANGER OF MILITARY CONFRONTATION LATER ON WILL BE VERY REAL." 

UNQUOTE 
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